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Sustainability: At the Center of 
Government Operations



Sustainability- Balancing Act
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Planet: Environmental Sustainability



Prosperity: Economic Sustainability



Volunteering Community Education & 
Engagement

People: Societal Sustainability
Enriching our social fabric

Community Health & 
Quality of Life



Why? 
Sustainability is a Citizen Priority. 

Values
1. Environment                         
2. Arts and culture 
3. Affordable housing 
4. Public safety 
5. Public  transportation

Legacies
1.   Environment 
2.   Smart growth 
3.   Affordable Housing 
4.   Cultural diversity 
5.   Arts and culture



Why? 
Sustainability is Good Business. 

Businesses are seeing advantages: 
• Green Business Partnership
• Green Builders Niche
• Energy Products
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Why? 
Sustainability is Good Business. 

Businesses are seeing advantages: 
• Green Business Partnership
• Chamber Green Business Leadership
• Green Realtors
• Green Building
• Green Products/Services

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mygreenbuildings.com/images/mgb_logosm_000.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mygreenbuildings.com/&usg=__U9G4nCpL4QS7tTFIyj1eMzHyMcI=&h=250&w=700&sz=20&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=Ga9c0tzQZXf92M:&tbnh=50&tbnw=140&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsarasota%2Bgreen%2Bbuilding%2Bcouncil%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7GGLR%26sa%3DG


The Roadmap to Sustainability



Notable Distinctions 
• FGBC Green Local Government Certification
• Audubon International Green   Community 

Award
• Stormwater Excellence Award
• ICLEI Milestone 1 Award

http://www.florida-stormwater.org/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.golfandenvironment.org/audubonsymbol.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.golfandenvironment.org/ems.htm&usg=__Nd02fKkRlTHbLmzTS1O6ogbPUfA=&h=481&w=518&sz=48&hl=en&start=83&um=1&tbnid=VrB9lq1M4z9kVM:&tbnh=122&tbnw=131&prev=/images%3Fq%3Daudubon%2Binternational%26start%3D72%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7GGLR%26sa%3DN
http://www.iclei-usa.org/


2030 Challenge

• First county in the U.S. to adopt the AIA 
2030 Challenge 

• County Government Targets:
– New construction and renovations: 

• Immediately use ½ the energy of the national 
average

• 10%   every 5 years

• Carbon Neutral by 2030

ENERGY STAR Challenge
• 10% Energy Efficiency 

Improvement in Existing County 
Facilities



Community Green Building
Commercial/ Non-ProfitResidential



Willis A. Smith Construction, Inc Willis A. Smith Construction, Inc 
Corporate HeadquartersCorporate Headquarters

Green Builders who built their own Green Builders who built their own 
Headquarters GreenHeadquarters Green-- USGBC LEEDUSGBC LEED

FocusFocus
Water efficiencyWater efficiency
Energy efficiencyEnergy efficiency
Interior healthInterior health
EnvironmentEnvironment





North Sarasota Library 
LEED Gold certified 

County Judicial Center 
ENERGY STAR certified  

Twin Lakes County 
Extension LEED Gold 
certified

County Government: 
Green Buildings



low-toxicity 

recycled content

energy saving

water saving

renewable materials

EPP policies for paper, office 
supplies, and electronics are 
under development

County Government: 
Environmentally Preferable Products



Hybrid Electric Vehicles and Biofuels
Hybrid Fleet VehiclesHybrid Fleet Vehicles

SCAT Hybrid Buses

All fleet vehicles use All fleet vehicles use biofuelsbiofuels::
B5 BiodieselB5 Biodiesel
E10 EthanolE10 Ethanol

County Government: 
Green Fleet



South Lido Beach Park: Turtle-friendly hybrid solar/wind lighting

LED traffic signals and solar 
traffic signs

County Government: 
Lighting



• Renewable Community: uses renewable energy to 

power both homes and cars.

• Combine Zero Energy Homes and Plug-in Hybrid 

Vehicles



Green Business Certification

www.scgov.net/greenbusiness



Sustainable Urbanism: 
Community Design & Transportation Choices

• The 2050 Plan

• Urban Service Boundary

• Community Redevelopment

• Transit Oriented Development



Environmental Lands Protection



Water Conservation & Managing Stormwater

• Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance & Watering 
Restrictions

• Golf Course Ordinance
• Fertilizer & Landscape          

Management Code
• Low Impact Development



Fertilizer & Landscape Management 
Education



Waste Reduction Efforts

• Residential curbside recycling
• Commercial recycling
• Construction & Demolition 

Debris
• Compost and mulch give-away
• Chemical Waste drive-thru 

Facility & Mobile Collection
• Recycling – Motor Oil, 

Household Batteries, 
TV/Computers and Paint



Health and Safety Education

•
 

Disaster Preparedness Education
•

 
Housing, Home Environment and 
Energy Education

•
 

Community Development
•

 
Health and Family Education

•
 

Community Health Improvement 
Partnership



Community Education
• Workshops
• Change  A Light Campaign
• Community Events
• Research and Materials 

Development



• Employee participation 
in reducing energy 
consumption

• Employee classes on 
organizational energy 
and sustainability goals 
leading to certified 
Green Champion



For Today. For the Future. Forever

http://www.scgov.net/getenergysmart/documents/FINALEnergySummary.pdf


Future Priorities

• Sarasota County chosen as one of 10 Spotlight 
Communities nationwide to host a National 
Conversation on Climate Action on April 22, 2009

• Climate Action Plan & Energy Management Plan: 
Community and Employee Engagement

• Landscaping for Climate Change
• Renewable Energy/ Green Economic Development
• Employee Education: EPP Implementation

Landscaping Landscaping 
For Climate For Climate 

ChangeChange

http://www.iclei-usa.org/


Thank you!
Sarasota County Sustainability Website: 

www.scgov.net/Sustainability
Get Energy Smart Website: 

www.scgov.net/getenergysmart

Commissioner Shannon Staub
(941) 861-5000

http://www.iclei-usa.org/
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